
ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY MEMORANDUM 

DATE: May 8th and May 12, 1980 ,.^ 

TO: DWPC/FOS and Records Unit fr,;., 

FROM- Region 1 - D.J. Connor ''/\ ^ - ' 0, ' 

SUBJECT: WINNEBAGO COUNTY - Soterion Company - Complaint Investigation 

The following is a report of observations made and Information obtained during visits to 
the Soterion Company, 800 Watts Ave., Rockton. 

May 8. 1980 (10:20 AM - 11:30 AM): ŵS*°"̂''̂ ''°''''''̂ '̂  

Accompanied by: Robert Wengrow, Regional Manager, DLPC '™"iiliil((llllli 

Person(B) Interviewed: Rudy Wasser, Soterion Vice President 
Keith Burd, Soterion Foreman 
Bernard Stout, Operator, Rockton Wastewater Plant 

During the visit it was learned that: 

1. The Soterion Company began operations in Clinton, Wisconsin with a prototype 
of their process. They moved to Rockton because they needed larger facilities. 

2. Soterion reclaims 400 mesh and finer high speed steel cuttings (powder) which 
have been contaminated with oil. They receive about 60 tons (two truckloads) of steel 
sludge per day from the Triumph Twist Company in Rhinelander, Wisconsin. 

The process uses a water and alkaline chemical solution to remove the oil. The 
powder is then dried, bagged and shipped back to a steel mill. The oil is separated from 
the washwater solution, stored, and used to fuel the process. The reclaimed washwater is 
used again. Wasser claimed that everything is recycled and there is no liquid discharge 
from the system. They would not allow inspection of the process equipment claiming trade 
secrecy. 

3. Wasser hoped to expand operations and was currently serving Regal Beloit and the 
Bendix Corporation. 

4. Most of the oil had been vacuumed up from the lot in the rear of the building 
and, according to Wasser, put back into the process. Several hundred barrels (mostly 
empty) were stored behind the main buildings. Wasser said that with the acquisition of 
additional buildings all of the barrels would be moved Inside. It did not appear that 
any oil had reached the storm sewers. Domestic waste is treated by a septic tank and 
seepage field. 

5. Robert Wengrow indicated that he would conduct a followup visit to see that 
cleanup was completed and to explain lEPA hazardous waste regulations. 

On the way back to the office, Bernard Stout was contacted concerning City sewers in 
Soterion's area. He said that the sanitary sewer only extends as far as the Taylor Freezer 
Company, south of Soterion's property. 
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May 12, 1980 (1:30 PM - 2:00 PM): 

Person(s) Interviewed: Marlon Brown, Rockton Street Dept 

A return visit was made to Soterion to determine the flow direction and eventual discharge 
of the storm sewers in the area. All appeared to discharge to dry wells. 

Marion Brown was contacted at the Village garage and he confirmed that the Soterion area 
was ser/ed only by dry wells with no surface discharges. 
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